UBC CREATIVE WRITING’S

OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday Sept. 8t, 2009
11:30-1:30
Buchanan Room E476

Calling all writers! The Creative Writing Program invites second year UBC and
transfer students to come to an Open House and reception. Come meet faculty; staff;
BFA alumni including award winning First Nation’s writer, Nicola I. Campbell, and
editors from our award winning literary magazine Prism international. There will be
a colorful display of books written by our students and faculty; videos created by
creative writing/film production students and music written by our songwriters as
well as tours of our exciting Program.
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~ Children's book author Nicola
Campbell is Interior Salish of
Nle7kepmx (Thompson) and
Nsilx (Okanagan) ancestry on
her mother's side and Métis from
Saskatchewan on her father's
- side. Although she currently lives
- | in North Vancouver, British
Columbia, her home community
is BC's Nicola Valley.

Her second free-verse children’s
picture book and the sequel to
Shi-shi-etko titled, Shin-chi’s
Canoe was released fall 2008 by
Groundwood Books. Shin-chi’s
Canoe was a finalist for a 2008
Governor Generals award for
illustration. Kim LaFave is the
iltustrator of both books.

Her first free-verse children’s

A book titled, Shi-shi-etko, was
published in September 2005 by Groundwood Books — House of Anansi Press. Shi-shi-etko
was a finalist for the 2006 Ruth Schwartz Children’s Book Award, the 2006 TD Canadian
Children’s Literature Award and the 2006 Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award and was the co-
winner of the 2006 Aboriginal Children's Book of the Year Award.

Nicola has a BFA in Creative Writing from the University of British Columbia and will be
returning to UBC in September 2009 to complete her MFA in Creative Writing. She writes
adult and children’s short fiction, poetry, screen plays and is working on her first novella. She
lives a drug and alcohol free, active lifestyle and loves the outdoors; biking and hiking and
has been participating in traditional cedar dug-out war canoe racing for eleven years. She
has a strong respect and an absolute belief in First Nation's spirituality, culture, languages
and tradition.

*I heard an elder speak of the importance of our languages and our culture. He said that our
words are powerful; our slories are elastic; our languages are music: they dance, they move
and they are medicine for our people. He said they are a spirit within themselves and we are
only the channel that brings them to life. | write because | know what he said is true.”



